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FRIENDS !
OF DAG HAMMARSKJOLD 

PLAZA 20TH ANNIVERSARY 

December 4, 2019 marked the 20th anniversary of 
Friends of Dag Hammarskjold Plaza held at the ele!

gant Japanese Society at the center of Dag Ham!
marskjold Plaza. From its inception in the turmoil 
of NYC politics of the 1990’s, the Park has been 

transformed into a global epicenter.

As a founder of the garden, Katharine Hepburn 
quotes are etched on the trail east to west, paving 

the way to the central fountain. For a detailed focus 
on the park, its history and important contributions 

 1

TURTLE BAY NEWS 
From the Turtle Bay Association, neighborhood association for !

Manhattan’s Turtle Bay, East Midtown, home of the United Nations. 

224 E. 47 St., New York, NY 10017 • 212!751!5465 • o"ce@turtlebay!nyc.org • www.turtlebay!nyc.org

SAVE THE DATES 
TBA Annual Meeting!
Monday, November 11th - 6:30–9 PM!
Vanderbilt YMCA 

Holiday Party!
Sunday, December 1st - 3–5:30 PM!
Parnell’s Restaurant 

We hope you can join us!

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
HAPPY HOUR 

The Turtle Bay Association joined the Murray Hill 
Neighborhood Association in a successful “Young 
Professionals” event held on September 16th.

Delicious appetizers were donated by Chateau 49. 
We will keep you posted on future events.
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Turtle Bay Street Fair
On a cool Saturday, June 18th, city dwellers and 
tourists alike, strolled along Lexington Avenue, at 
Turtle Bay’s annual street fair. They browsed the 
merchandise booths, and tasted the many foods.

Of course, many stopped at our Turtle Bay booths, 
signed up for a TBA membership, bought “I Love 
Turtle Bay” T-shirts and purchased raffle tickets 
for our wonderful raffle, which offered 17 fantastic 
prizes (see the flyer below). Many thanks to our 

The Board of Directors of the Turtle Bay Association  
wishes our members and their family a HAPPY & SAFE Summer.  

We look forward to seeing you in September.
business members who donated the raffle prizes. The 
raffle drawing was held at 5:00PM, and the winners 
were either present or notified.

All proceeds received from the TBA street fair are 
given back to the community with donations made 
to community non-profit organizations in the TBA 
area.

It was a GREAT & FUN day for all.

TBA

Serving Turtle Bay fo
r 6

5 y
ea
rs

TU
RT
LE

BAY
ASSOCIATIO

N

Vanderbilt YMCA Summer Membership
4 Yankee Tickets – June 26
4 Mets Tickets – August 4
La Villetta – $150 Gift Certificate
Copinette – $100 Gift Certificate
Rosa Mexicano – $100 Gift Certificate
Big Apple Florist – $85 Gift Certificate
Château 49 – $50 Gift Certificate
Parnell’s Pub – $50 Gift Certificate
PacRim Sushi & Asian Cuisine – $50 Gift Certificate
Madison Jewelers – Ladies Bracelet
City Gallery Framing – 1 Print
Armario Cleaners – Gift Certificate
City Gallery Framing – 1 Painting
Manhattan’s Turtle Bay – Book
City Gallery Framing – 1 Print
I Love Turtle Bay T-Shirt

Drawing will be held at 5 pm. Winner need not be present to win.

TURTLE BAY ASSOCIATION FAIR
RAFFLE PRIZES
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The stone and iron turtles decorating New York City

From EphEmEral 
NEw York

link to original article»

Colonial New Yorkers hunted them in estuaries and 
salt marshes, putting turtle soup on every restaurant 
menu. Contemporary city residents know them as 
the scaly native reptiles who occasionally pop their 
heads up while feasting in city waterways.

Considering the role they’ve played in Gotham’s 
history and their presence in the modern city, it’s 
no wonder that images of turtles can be found on 
building facades, fence posts, and the sculptures in 
Manhattan parks.

You would expect a neighborhood called Turtle Bay 
to have its fair share of ornamental turtles. The turtle 
above is one of several on the iron fences surround-
ing Turtle Bay Gardens, a posh collection of restored 
brownstones flanking a private garden between Sec-
ond and Third Avenues and 48th to 49th Streets.

The Turtle Bay Gardens iron fence turtles are a lot 
more stylized than this stegosaurus-like critter, one 
of three lifelike bronze turtles in Dag Hammarskjold 
Plaza, on East 49th Street off Second Avenue.

Outside of Turtle Bay, turtle sculptures abound. 
One of my favorites is the circa-1916 turtle at the 
base (one of four) of the Pulitzer Fountain beside 
the Plaza Hotel on 59th Street and Fifth Avenue. Its 
mouth serves as one of the fountain’s spouts—a nice 
bit of whimsy.

continued on next page
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Safety Tips
By Cindi Buckwalter

We’re thrilled to see both New Yorkers and visitors 
alike increasingly coming back to our neighborhood 
and enjoying all that Turtle Bay has to offer, from 
top restaurants and shopping to cozy cafes and bars, 
along with our fabulous greenmarket in Dag Ham-
marskjold Plaza every Wednesday.

With summer now in high gear, we wanted to share 
some important health and safety reminders based 
on recent updates from the last 17th Precinct Com-
munity Council Meeting, so that everyone has a safe 
and enjoyable summer.

Whether you’re dining indoors or outdoors, shop-
ping, or meeting friends for a drink at a bar, please 
remember to keep your handbags, backpacks, brief-
cases and other valuable personal items in sight at 
all times. It’s also important to keep your cell phone 
tucked away in a bag or pocket when not in use, or 
firmly in hand if you’re using it at the time. A num-
ber of cell phone thefts have been reported in recent 
months – in some cases, a person riding by on a bike 
grabbed someone’s phone right out of their hand.

For those of you who drive in the city – please re-
member to turn off the engine and take the keys with 
you when you leave your car – even if you are only 
leave your car for a few minutes. Fortunately, the 
number of car thefts are down this year; however, in 
most cases the cars that were stolen had their en-
gines running with the keys left inside, which made 
for an easy target.

Some residents have noticed more (and bigger) 
rats in the city. A little-known but valuable fact is 
that you can report rat sightings to 311. The health 
department will come to the location where the rats 
were spotted to inspect the area and look for holes. 
And as always, homeless encampments should be 
reported to 311.

Thanks to our 17th Precinct Police Officers and all of 
you for keeping our Turtle Bay Community safe and 
enjoyable for everyone.

Farther uptown at 973 Fifth Avenue is a sculpture 
with a base resting on the backs of two rather round 
turtles. The sculpture is in the rotunda of a former 
Gilded Age mansion now occupied by a French-
English bookstore called Albertine (operated by the 
French Consulate, which has long owned the man-
sion)

Full-size view of The Young Archer, resting on turtles

The turtles supporting the sculpture are impressive. 
But the sculpture itself might have more of a pedi-
gree. Acquired by Stanford White and called The 
Young Archer, it’s been in the rotunda for decades 
and has recently been identified as a possible early 
work of Michelangelo, according to the Albertine 
website.

continued from previous page



Turtle Bay News April 20224

katharine hepburn Garden party
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As usual the birthday cake for Katharine was beautiful!
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wElComE NEw TBa BUSINESS mEmBErS

paC rIm SUShI 
rESTaUraNT

www.pacrimnyc.com 
pacrimnyc@gmail.com 

308 East 49th Street 
212 207 4747

SwEET aNNIES
info@sweetanniesnyc.com 
www.sweetanniesnyc.com 

986 Second Avenue 
646 524 5568

maTTo ESprESSo
www.matto.com 
971 First Avenue 

917 975 3105

Please mention when doing business with our Busi-
ness Members that you are a Turtle Bay Association 

member. This way our business member will know our 
Association is supporting their business.
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UpComING EvENTS

proFESSIoNal 
NETworkING GroUp

Join the Turtle Bay Association's Professional Net-
working Group on July 26th for Trivia Tuesday at 
Clinton Hall on E. 51st between 2nd & 3rd. TBA will 
have a table from 6 pm onwards and trivia will begin 
at 7 pm. Cash bar. Clinton Hall is extending happy 
hour prices as a courtesy to us for food and drinks 
for the night. Meet, mingle and play with your neigh-
bors while supporting a local, TBA business member.

TBa aNNUal mEETING 
& 65Th aNNIvErSarY CElEBraTIoN

oCToBEr 17, 2022

Location: Instituto Cervantes – Amster Yard 
211 E. 49th Street

Details to follow.

NaTIoNal NIGhT oUT 
aGaINST CrImE

 Tuesday augusT 2nd 
dag Hammarskjold 

Plaza
5 – 8 Pm
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TBa Newsletter Editorial Committee

Consultants: Dolores Marsh, Mary Marangi
Online Layout: Orin Buck

Contributors: Becky Flig, Cindi Buckwalter, Phyllis Gitomer
Photographs: Candi Obrentz, Michael Zullo, Dolores Marsh

Join at members.turtlebay-nyc.org
Please visit our website at  

www.turtlebay-nyc.org
Follow us on  

Instagram, Facebook and Twitter

hElp kEEp oUr NEIGhBorhooD
ClEaN aND BEaUTIFUl

Join The Turtle Bay association


